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The Athenian Mercury: 


—— a 


Guelbay, February 15. 1692. 


— 


Our Bookfeller having given Notice in his Advertifements, that 
if any Perfon fhou'd interfere with ws inour Athenian Pro- 
ject, we wou'd anfwer agen all (uch Queftions as they foou'd 
undertake t0 anfwer, which promife we have made good 
in our laft Paper, and have fince receiv’d the following 
Leiter. 


To the Gentlemen of the 


ATHENIAN SOCIETY. 


Eing at length convine’d that the De- 
B fign | was lately engag’d in did not reach 
up tothat Aforality which I aim at, I 
thought my felf obligd to defire you to in- 
fert this fhore Letter in your AZercury, to 
fatisfie the World of the injuftice, as wel 
as fruitlefs endeavour of fuch an Underta- 
king : firft if a breach of the Golden Rule, may 
be term’d injuitice, this muft be fo, fince I 
believe no Man that is the fir/t Defigner of 
any thing that by his Induftry only has turn’d 
to account, will fay he wou'd be content to 
have another make ufe of his Project, and 
run away with the profit of his Labours ; thé 
I am: perfwaded the endeavours of any to in- 
terfere with you, wou’d prove ina {mall time 
of as little advantage as the Artcmpt deferves : 
for firft the Town will not give themfelves 
the trouble of perufing both, when it may 
meet with all in one; but if the Love which 
the World generally has for Contention fhou’d 
give a Temporary Encouragement, yet the 
Clafhing, and Anfwers and Replyes from one 
to another, woud divert both from the bufi- 
nefs and erd of thefe Afercurtes, when they 
fhall be fill’d up with reflections, Errours, Mi- 
itakes andRecriminations, the Az/wers to Que- 
ries will find but {mall room, and the impa- 
tient Querifts be fore’d to wait much longer 
for a Solution of their Niceties, which muft 
end in the de/truition of both Undertakers. 
In the fmall time I have been engag’d in this 
Affair, I have had a fufficient experience of 
the aneafinefs of the Wits, and wowd be Wis, 
that will be at the Expenceof fending in their 
Queries, one peremptorily, demands in An- 
{wer in atime prefixt, anotherwill not be con- 
tent barely to demand a {peedy An{wer to aCa- 
talogue of Queries of half aSheet of Paper, but 
threaten uponneglect fome mighty effect of Indig- 
nation; and in a little time whoever fhall go up- 
on this Defign, will find his Hands fo full of 
Bufinefs, that he muft incurr the aiffarssfaces- 
onof bis Querifts, for one day brings in more 
work than a Month can difpofe of, unlefs in- 
ftead of half afheet of paper they wou’d pub- 
lith weekly rwo 12. d. books, for 25 or 30 Que 
riesin aday, much within the number I have 
already receiv’d. To conclude, fince from 


the beginning of Learning to this day,no Body ftar- 
ted this Defizn but your felves, for the weekly di- 
verfion of the Curious, | hope you may for the 
future enjoy the benefit of it, for Iam fatisfi- 
ed, the profit of any orher will never compen- 
fate his Trouble. | 


Yours to Command, &c. 


Queff. 1. Hence the Ancients had their Names} 

as Socrates, Diogenes, Hannibal, 
| ec. and whether they ufed any Ge- 
remony equivalent to our Chriftning ? . 

Anjw. Undoubtedly they had the Cuftom it felf of 
naming Children, by Tradition from their Anceftors 
the Sons of Noah, asthe Fews had theirs: Aad the fame 
method they took, exprefling fomething remarkable 
which they faw or defired in their Bodies or Minds — 
Thus Socrates, as is moft probable ftom Sd and xeatiw, 
which may fignifie a fafe,wife, or nodeft Ruler, and fo ia 
their others. But one Cuftom of the Fews they extreamly; 
fymbolyz’d with ‘em in, which was fixing the ‘Names 
ol their Gods ontheir Children, either asa Token of 
Nobility, or Devotion. Thus the Fews, Fedidiah, Fe- 
remiab, Elkanah, Samuel, and a thoufand others. Ac- 
cordiagly the Heathens, which appears not only from 
their general Names, as Theodorus, Thropompwa, 8c. but 
very remarkably from their practice as to the Names 
of particular Gods, as among the Greeks Diogenes, Sc. 
And with the Eaftern Nations Bel, or Baal, their moft 
ancient and famous Idol, whence they named both Men 
and Women. Thus Belfoarrar nick-nam'd Daniel Belte- 
fhazzar, after the Name ot his God, making him alfo 
half hisown Namejake, that Countrey being in all pro- 
bability the Founder of Idolatry, wherein the old Ba- 
bylons Antiquity clearly outdoes the new. Thus even a- 
mong the Grecians, tho’ the Termination a little varied 
by the Idiom of the Language, as in4riftobiilus, or Theo- 
bulus, &c. which Etymologsits are miftaken when 
they derive from Confilium, their true Original being 
much higher inthis Belus or Bel, to that Ariftebuius is 
the fame with the Hebrew Tobijah, or Tobzdonijab, (in 
Englith Good-Lord-God) and Theobulus the fame with A- 
donijab, only inverted, as appears more plainly when 
the Goths made ufe of that Name, and ftript ir from its 
Greek Termination, only adding a Letter of their own 
in the ftead on’t, and calling it 7e0bs!4, a word which 
exprefies Baal or Bel more plainly than the Greek Theo- 
bulvs. Thus remarkably among the Tyrians or Phanici- 
ans, both Fexabel the Daughter, and Echbaal the Fa- 
ther, taking their Names from thefame God. Thus as 
clearly the Carthagians, which aJ] now confefs to bea 
Colony of Tyre, and who in imitation of their Fa- 
thers, call'd their Children, Hanmbal, Aldrubal, &c. 

_ As to theQueftion, Whether the Ancients had a folemar 
time of giving thefeNames equivalent to ourChriftnings : 
We anfwer they had,and thole taken very probably trom 
the Cuftom of Circumcifion among the Fews, received 
alfo by feveral other Nations.Thus we find in Alexander 
ab Alex, die.Genealb. Varro, and others, chat ‘twas the 
Cuftom among all civiliz’d Nations to give the Name 
on acertain Day, the feventh, eighth, ninth or tenth, 
according to che manner of the place, and chat this was 
always perform’d with great Solemaity, and among the 
Greeks with Feafts and Sacrifices. 

Queft. 2. Why is the Arms-of France in our Coyn, and 
painting of the Kings Aris rather in the Dexter chief of she 
Elcutcheon shan thofe of England, England being the chief 
Countrey now, anh always to the Kings whoft Arms they 


are ¢ 
Any. 


Anfw. We firppofe it may be becaufe France is the 
Ancienter, as well as much the larger Kingdom; for 
we have nothing to match their Pharamond,unle{s we call 
old-Brutus, and his true Trojans to help us, nor, we 
fear, will Brennus and Belinus hold water much 
better, tho’ they wou'd do the bufinefs quite as 
well. 

Queft. 3. What is Sceptici{m ? 

Anfw. Scepticks have their Name, ae 7 oxe7']edus, 
i.e. Confiderare, Speculari: They are yet the Followers 
of thofe Philofophers that were altogether for reafon- 
ing and Speculation, but for no Experimental Conclu- 
fions: So that ftriétly fpeaking, moft of the, Ancient 
Philofophy is Sceptici{m: "Tis a Metaphorical Exprefli- 
on, and may be derived from (xsre@r, Scipio, a walk- 
ing-ftaff, or a Cudgel to lean on ; denoting a Sect of 
Perfons that lean'don or rely’dupon. bare Speculative 
Reafonings, without going any further. Some woud 
have it from gua, umbra, a Shadow, as if bare Spe- 
culatlon was only a fetking after truth in the dark, 
without the Afiiltance of Experimeatal Knowledge, 
which our Modern Philotophers, eipecially the famous 
Mr. Boyle has fo much improv’d. 

ueft. 4. Why Pork is not wholfom in Hot Wea- 
ther ? 

An{w. This Queftion might have been fent to Eaft- 
Cheap, or Swithfield Bars more properly than to Smizis 
Coffee-houfe, the reafon being plain, becaule of its 
high grofs nourifhment, which not only renders it 
very much in time to corrupe, 5°t muft alfo hill the 
Zody with ii! Humours, and perhaps even Peitlleatial 
Diteafes. 

Queft. 5. Suppofe «'! matter one c: ‘tinued Moles, zs it 
tofible to divide that matier, and -ut the parts divided in- 
to 2 Central motion, witcon: v-ceffc-sly owning a jpace dijtindt 
from that matter. 

An{w. Ic appears at firft fight that the Sence of the 
Querift is, Whether a Vacuum is neceflarily dependant 
upon the vorticity of fuch Bodies as have theiz Origi- 
nal from one Common Mafs? Whether ary thing 
elfe is hereby defign’d, we @annot determine; but if 
only this ig meant, our Anfwer is, that ‘tls impofiible 
but that there fhou’d be a {pace diftinét trom fuch 
Central Motions: As for Inftance, fuppofe the d€a/s 
divided into three parts, reprefented by three Circles 
thus, %, unlefs we admit a penetration of Bodies, 
there muft be a fpace betwixt ‘em: But after all, a 
Vacuum, flri@tly ipeaking, is not the refule of uch 
divifion, fince other particles of diftinét Bodies may. in- 
tervene and hinder thé-Vacuum; If it be Objected, 
that the Chuws, or firft Moles was one diftinét Mafs by 
it fel, and that there,was nothing dependant on it, or 
diftingt from it, but that all was an Erernal Vacuum 
about it: We anfwer, that however when all Bo- 
dies were made, and put upon their diftinét Motions 
and Offices, fubcle Efluviums wou'd neceffarily proceed 
trom aétion and pafion betwixt ‘em. Thus the Sun by 
its influences heats the Earth, and exhales Vapours ac- 
cording tothe Nature of the Rivers, Marfhes, Minerals, &ce 
fram whence they came: Now to fay a Bowl has a Va- 
cuum init becaufe it is not full of Earth, but only of 
Water, which is exhal’d from the Earth ; or of Wind, 
which is Water rarified, .is abfurdity enough, we ra- 
ther think the Querift may have relpect to the Planeis, 
¢x<. which Des Cartes and others tell us, have every 
one their Vortex and Vortiginous Efluviums accordiag 
to their owa Nature ; if fo, we only defire the Querift 
to confider the Nature of Whirlpools, for there's no 
Vacuum inthe Water, altho’ fuch a Stream may rufh 
from fuch 2 Point, and another or two from contrary 
ones, whereby they rather mix than confound or unra- 
ve] one another, as fome believe the Planets will in a 
long tract of time: And thus we may fately conclude 
of the Effuyia’s of Vertiginous Bodies, which will mix 
in their more fine and fubtle parts rather than leave any 
place in the Elements veid, or fuch*as can be faid to 
have no particle of any matter at allin ‘em. 

Queft. 6. How do you know but that thefe Dueftions are the 
re(ult of your Fancy in a Dream? 

Ante. This Queftion we have formerly anfwerd. 


The 12 Numbers that compleat our 5h. Volume wil] be 
publifhed to morrow Morning, containing an an. 
{wer to thofé ingenious Queftions lately tent us, 9 
alfo to allthe Papers publifht by the Anabaptifts, 


Al! Perfons who donot fubfcribe for our Young ;,. 
dents Library by the 20th. o€ this inftant Februsyy 
muft expeét no benefit by our Propolals, the work 
being much larger than was at firft defign’d. 


** Scarronnides, or Virgil Traveftie: A mock Poem 
onthe fecond Book of Virgil’s Anais. In Englifh By-. 
efque: Printed for and fold by Chr. Coningsby, at the 
Golden Turks-head over againft St. Dunjflans Chmrch Sa 
Fleetftreer. 

i he Works of the Learned, Or an Biftg. 

rical Account, aud Impartial Judo. 
ment of Books newly Printed, both For. 
reign and Domeltick: As alfo tke State of 
Learning in the World. ‘To be pubiified 
Monthly Fanssry, 169'. by +. Dela Crofe, 
a’ late Author of the Univer fal and Aiftortca 
Bibliotheque. London Printed for John Dwaten 
at the Raven in the Poultrey. 


Adhertitement, 


COP E’s Liquid Balfom. 


N Effeftual Medicine for the curing all forts of Burnings, 
A Scaldings, Green -vvounds, and{Aches, and may be applyeg 
' to all the aforefaid Accidences, be they never {0 grievous, 
fore or deep, even if burnt tothe noue, never failing oiving {pee 
dy Reiset, and . perfect Cure in a imall time: For Example. Ma- 
dam Cooper in Hatton Garden, had her Hand fo fcalded, that ia 
half an nour ‘tyvas {well*d as big aguia, being dre{s‘d over Night, 
vvas perfectly vvell the next Morning. Mr. Peters in Brick-lawe, 
White Chappel, {calded his Hands and Legs with Wort, to that de- 
gree, tuat the Anguifh.and Pain made him almoft Diftraéted, be- 
ag drefled with the Zalom, tie next day had no fign that he was 
icaided, but on his initeps. The Lady Rockingham in Sherradee 
firett, near Golding-Syuare. Madam Exton im Pan!s-Coaun, 
near Dactors Commoms. Madam Nelshorpe in Haston-Garden. Mrs. Tay- 
lor at the Caftle in Exeter-Eackange, Mr. Tempeft againlt Sommer fit. 
House, Mrs. Gui feat the Golden Anvreria Chearfides The lame is 
alfo moit Effectual io curing all forts of Cues and oreat incifions made 
by Weapons, asa) » Contuuans and ivifes mace either by falls or 
blows, be they never fo great, as even Gunthots, and would be of 
great Advantage to all that ‘erve by Sea or Land, by preventing 
Mortification: Gangrenes, which proceed trom the Inflamzti- 
ons Of their Vs | .elus. New thes ther does fo ipeedily take away the in- 
flamation of Fire, vwhich be ag the mv {t vidiene that Flefh and Blood 
can be atfiicied with, mauft infallibly take away all lefler, and it 20 
Infiamation, then no 3iortification nor Gangrenes. It will be of 
great ule to all forts of Perfons th..¢ moult have Amoutation of rheir 
Limbs, tince in {fo fhort a Time ves e¢fe fo the cauterized 
Wound, and be a means to preven thuie Feavours vi nich come by 
pain, that produces dreadiu} Effects, i not Death ‘Ine Pricets hait 
a Crown the bottle, with Printed Directions now to ufeir. He hath 
alioa Secret not knowa before to any, vvhicla iafallidly preventeth 
the Sma Pox pitting, fcarring, or extending any of thc Features, 
vvhich proceedcth trom the great infection of the Blood and Hu- 
mours , that Nature‘dees endeavour, and by the help ot means is 
throvvn into the outer parts of the body, whictt caufes all of them 
to be extended : Now part of this Humour is Evacuated waere the 
pock is ; Which does abate that part, and is the Caute of their pit- 
ting : and by Reafonof the Air coming to the Face, it fixeth the 
remaining part of theHumosr,vvhich is the caufe why theFeaturs re- 
main extended. Now the applying this Secret difperfeth the Humour 
and caufeth them to Create theh the Features cannot be extended, 
nor the part pitted. 
Obj. But fome may fay, is it fafe ? 
An.I Reply, No Application is maade til! Nature does defift 
throwing the Intedction out. Again, if it be prejudicial to make the 
Humours circulate from {0 {mall a part as the Face is, it mutt needs 
be a much greater Evil to caufe them to circulate trom all the other 
parts of the hody, vvbich the Warmth of the bed and Garments do, 
und that is the Reafon vvhy thoi{e Parts are not pitted, nor vemain 
extended. He has likewife a Water which doth effectually iake away 
any Chilblain Humonr, either in hands or Feet,at 3 or 4 times applying 
it. He can alfo cure any fore Nipples in 6 days time, or any Swelling 1 
the Breaft that cometh by Cold or Bruifes. He can cure Sore Eyes, 4) 
fuch that have bin given over by moft that profefs to cure them; and im 
give perfect Eafe in few bomrs to any that wave the Gout : and mares 
this Offer,thas if he dont cure what he here propofes, that be will ee 
fire Nothing for bis MedicinesnorPains,and the Poor foal! have voth for 
nothing» He liveth at the Sign of the Cat near the Wefi-end of 51. Pauls. 
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LON DO N, Printed for Zohu Muntorw at the Raven in the Poultrey. 1652 
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